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The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency last week issued a water quality certification to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that will allow it to dispose of three times the amount of dredged material from the Toledo Harbor in open waters in Lake Erie next year compared to this year. 


This year, the Corps is allowed to dispose of up to 300,000 cubic yards of dredged material in the open lake, while next year, it is authorized to dispose of up to 900,000 cubic yards of dredged material in the open lake.


The Ohio EPA will soon be seeking comments on draft rules that will restrict the amount of open lake disposal allowed in the western basin of the lake by January, 2011.


Oral comments at a public hearing last October and written comments received during a public comment period urged ending open lake disposal. Ohio EPA is also opposed to the practice, and is seeking alternatives.


The certification requires the Corps to continue working with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. EPA, Ohio EPA, Ohio Department of Natural Resources and others to develop feasible benficial reuse alternatives for dredged material from Toledo Harbor.


The Ohio EPA is prohibiting disposal of material into the combined disposal facility known as Island 18, or Grassy Island, where a breach occurred last year. If the Corps can show the facility is structurally sound and capable of additional material, the prohibition may be lifted.


An estimated 100,000 cubic yards of contaminated sediment from Maumee River mile 2 will be placed in combined disposal facility No. 3.

