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‘Blue-Green Godzilla’ invades Lake Erie

Whatw once thought to be a "Southern” algae problem has spread to
Lake Erie, creating what ona expert llkkens to “a four-alarm fire with no

responders.”

Lindike most algae that bloam. float
anil eventally die. lynghyvi gnomws o
the seikitnenm and wlznys Ehare

“Mavbe it would heve jpotien more
nttention if # came in hallas waer [as
have most mvasnées, inclading the 2e-
hea romsse]]” wakd Biha, who warned
the luke Ere Commmision of the
theat and is leading the charge sgamst
what ope expent called o “'Blue-Cireen
Gl e

“Southern walers where 11's been
frund ane moch sminlker than Lake
Erie," she adiedd. “Here, the problem
could be mach worses Lynghwn likes
Ve et of warter, bul @' growing in
B 10 I8 comering ibie Botiom amid
st hiering the food chadn. amd oo one
ik ching nmything shomt iE"

Anglers hove reported tht the
algn s fonling hooks wid lines, cov-
cring up the luke botiom doound me-
sk amd poscibly deivieg sy s,
Wark Hrush of The Emvironment Be-
port daid he saw meunds af lypghya
growing p w3 feet high olong the

“Is like o curpet thad grows on (g
of isell aml bectmes muitel, And i
appears g ey, bt i doesn't deterio-
vk, resident Jerry Brorwn lold Brush,
S“What wsed to be my womlcrfol sea-
Freomt with waves lupplng up against
aw seawnll s now whot | call my
Lower 40 bocause i n fekl™

Discovensd in wammesffall 2006,
this vear's outhriak wosn's qudie as had
as the one in 2007, HI.'I'.'II:II:“I"IR b B,
with couler sommer westher possibly
& mestiming fietor, Alhoush & has
frroivisd theid of can suevive eald sinters;
lyngbya g st abundinely when
the water lemperatre is 80 degrees or
hiher.

“Lest Bl [2N07] there wene hipe
micimdde ab il They koked Tk dunes,
sticking izl up 0wt of the woter,”
Bilin eprted e covered up the ma-
rima just dewn the sireet Drom where 1
Tived tncd of clogegedd watar intikes.

=0 was o & feet decp aroand e
outfla of a coal-tired plam [see re-
lned story. bedow], The thermal uae
ol wiler |]I'l.ll'lu|!l'|:|.' = Il:luing i ore
profdound effect thun most believe.
Tt everyone iy alaid 10 book ab i
Simply, put. the wowing lynghwn
problam in Muuinee By and westem
Loke Eric b a foaralarms five with no
first responders.” .
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CREGON. Ohio
very few muyilics akong the shores of
i wenemn Like Erie
i 200K, Chee vepr bafore, these in-
aect indicntors of good winer guality
were plentifvl, aeconding 1o Sandy
Biho, - ewirenmental waichdog

Readents saw

Algaes long-term fmpact om the fishery remaing unknown, but biologisis fear the worst

lor western Lake Erie:
What coused the mayily decline

nvufl'g'l'pi.lyl:'d it ke ke

one of the firs |HI||||!.!| pubdicntions

Feeding
the beast

OREGON, Ohis — Why is lyi-
ehwa thrivinge (n the shallow saters
of Lake Erie? And con it survive the
Brarsh winters?

I reésponse: W those quesions,
vemshider the fidbowing: Three coal-
fired plants in the srea dischorse
neirty 3 hillion gallons of leared wa-
tar per doy, providing sdeq! umwing

Cortinwed oo page 9

Cmentinmed from age ¥

et |.1u|'|||3 sarmpuner mod o other-
il gefuge in winter.,

AL Moy Clipe near Detroie Fdi-
wim, e wiiler i wammed gebs up b
I hlc'}ul:n._" Wil lu‘q'lrr .'1.,'Jr.l|_l.' Hihn
saicl. "Andd there’s o repot that lynghya
was thore an 200y befiorm the stoarm
Uhat peohably Blew i don leere [io the
soimthern shores of Mosmes By

I additeon. the alga receien plondy
of mourishment from sewnue oniflivs
anml rumedT from yurds, farm fields and
fociory. farme. Confmry’ 1o popilsr
hetiel, wister quality mw Lake Erg, wnd
Fikely the rest of the Girent Lakes as
wall, i no longer Imiprdving

Expuns suy the Luke Frie comys-
tem decTined nomually wmil 1970, Then
it siabafeeed through 1975, ul.'Ll.lllJln;.-
fir Lt Jrl!'n.‘,- Reutter, dinector of (b
Son Civmnd, The Clean Wisler At amd
wher  @nivifodanenial |up|.||.1l'i||r:- il
1he |lake aod it samers on the magl o
recovery wihl 198 when degradation
bepan aghin, mostly becamse of runolt
mallutiom and shoncline developmient.
Filler-fecding By Willons of mvisive
sl rnescls alse hias pdded s e
phasphorus imenenss,

|I1l||u..|.|-'_'|, this I|ig|1 mitiaent load
uly enniributes [ Lake Erie coninin-
img more onisimshle fish thomn the rest
ol the Gresl Lokes coumtmned, ks
watlers ane mnereshibly fesky,” Bitn said,
udifing ghit the Monmes s the nasl
buplogically productive s feedipg
the Inke and world fames for s hoge
walleve run.

it daki o] Ivpaghya don'to mis

Poartunnsely, Iveghya dossn't kil

fish, bum it doos toverrups the food, chain and
drives away ogquatic life, And omde eitdilinhod.
I persisis, sald 81l Frieser, o worer-gqualisy o
pert whio ie combating the algs on Cily Loke in
High Pokim, N0

I there'n (oo much Hzht, it croates a soab

1o Block it ont 1o o desel it likes,” Frasler ex
plained, "Thisis what mist people see Deating
o top of the wates and blocking wihsele aneus of
walerwiays,”

Thie Ik “scils™ absonls bt as decoripos

tion robs: the walcr of oxygen. “T've never scom
tmwthiig choke o i my careee pther thon e
G i sewer Tigoome” Frizier continsed,

Aging, pollution sml other seressors. incil-

by warm waker, mke a lake valagroble, e
i

The key 15 00 seoogniee i, repirt it md gel

In enied quicBly he sakl “Unlske Byalrilln o

it the oiher

wrmmbly - hisneficial weeds

there's nothing g abour [vaghya ™

B, meswhile, hes recognied and repor-

g in Lahe Erie and bsfrying her best wyinspine
Iocul. apte siod Federal afficials w set sthred de-
Wisng 8 |'|||u| for eyl i

When sebrn mussels come indo the lakes n

the 1980, we didn’ ey fon conntaine Elacnnn, il Jisodk
what hoppened. Mo, they'e il West where
!'u:qﬂl." :|L|I.I.'I.h:l arelrying I||-;I'n-x|||m'lhrr.||_r aboui
e, I e don't do sammsething, bengbvi conld
Bive 4 profound fmpac) on e lake and redice
th gunaticy of fish signficantiy

“Right mawe 104 sl seadly din o S0 ire

Bl e i maenees et naind O Tk, peoqle wail
v w Frigher level of concern bectiviee ol (his

[N ETHS

People alwuld b concermod thit '

jriomwang e @'s comine”

ROBERT MONTCOMERY

Lyngbya poses threat

Tkslu Army I:uml of Engingers may be helping
Iyngbya

“Aboui 800 IIEIII cublc yards of sediment are
drecged and mes! ks epon-[ake dumped in 15 10 20
fen! of walar,” said Walarikeaper Sandy Bilin. Sus-
punded sediment can travel 100 miles or mare by
wind-drlvan urrent, I1IIII'I1| tynghya could be infro-
tuced oast of £

“Accelerating llupun of yngtiya hecaise of
upen-take dumping |s simply anaccepiable.” Biha
taid the Lake Erie Commission.

To feara mare abiout dredging, lyngbys amd oiber
Lk Erle [sues, visll www, westernlakaeris, o,

— ROBERT W0

green olgn Ar e wme, it appeated
o be comitioed 10 Southern witlers,
MNoome knows for certnap, by Bihg where D Joshn Rissies. of Clemaon
suspectn a recont owthieak of Lmigbve University laboted o understund and
ol What he termes! e beast of
T years ago, HASS Times wns  weter aleae”
ot mong Dyngshaa has moved ook,
lox reveal the ihreal to LLS. fcherses  postibly om the trailer or boll of 8 hoat
peaed by this loxee hoctesiom mas- No nutier bow @ ievaded, it pow
quernding a8 n flamentoos blue.  frmly estrenched in the westem bagin
of Lake Bne, the warmest gnd shipd-
| Tvwest of the Crest Lakes,






